SUNDAY COLLECTIONS

Jan. 17 TBA

Please do not forget to mail or drop off your weekly offerings

for our collection.

MASS SCHEDULE
THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Sat. Jan. 23 5:00 PM For Charlie Cross
Sun. Jan. 24 9:00 AM Special Int. for the Living & Dead Members of our Parish
Mon. Jan. 25 No Public Mass
Tue. Jan. 26 8:30 AM Special Int. of the Ed Reilly Family
Wed Jan. 27 6:30 PM Special Int. for the Living & Dead Members of our Parish
Thur. Jan. 28 8:30 AM For Ed Stephany SAINT MATTHEW CHURCH
Fri.. Jan. 29 No Public Mass Pastor: Rev. Jacob Straub — Cell (859) 445-2436
THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME Address: 13782 Decoursey Pike  Morning View, KY 41063
Sat. Jan. 30 5:00 PM Special Int. for the Living & Dead Members of our Parish Phone: (859) 356-6530 Fax: (859) 356-1695
— Parish Email: stmatthew1 3782@gmail.com — Bulletin submissions by Fri. afternoon
Sun. Jan. 31 9:00 AM For Francis Zink
Parish Website: stmatthewskenton.org
Prayer List—]Jerry Ehlman, Eileen Ehlman, Sherri Moffett, Kenny Neuspickel, Kathy Barth, Charles Worship Schedule:
Taylor, Ed Gripshover, Joy Sowder, Kathy Proctor, Steve Elmlinger, Sarah Hoffman, Mary Louise Cross, Saturdays — 5:00 PM Sundays — 9:00 AM
Cotton Teegarden, Mike Newcomb, the family of Jeffery Huffman, Ed Grant, Don Bornhorst, John Hof- Weekdays — please check each week’s schedule

stetter, Vernon Dixon, Bill Schneider, Chris Rauf, Katie Davis, Barry Bergman, Andrew Lauck, Bradley

Confession Times:

Saturdays — 4:00-4:50 PM Sundays — 8:00-8:50 AM Wed. 5:30-6:20 PM
Parish Staff and Volunteers

Religious Education — Roseanne Rawe (859) 635-1572

Bulletin/Prayer List — Linda Fryman (859) 240-2377
ANNIVERSARIES — Jan. 17-Mark & Jeanne Cooper, Jan. 17-Nathan & Christine Thorwarth Parish History/ Cemetery Info — Patty Neuspickel (859) 472-2508

Franzen, Pam Babbington, Dave & Barb Kordenbrock, Tony Kidwell, and everyone who has been touched
by the Corona virus.

BIRTHDAYS — Jan. 1-Mary Cross, Jan. 3-Christine Thorwarth, Jan. 4-Caedan Feinauer, Jan.5-Barb
Dirkes, Jan. 15-Linda Fryman, Jan. 19-Justin Huffman, Jan. 20-Joe Bach, Jan. 23-Jerry Ehlman




THETHIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JANUARY 24, 2021

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

MONTHLY COLLECTIONS FOR NEEDY-Our February collection for St. Vincent de Paul
will be canned goods. Containers will be in the gathering space for your donations. Thanks so

much.

DAY OF PRAYER & PENANCE FOR LIFE—]anuary 29 has been designated by Bishop Foys
as a Day of Prayer & Penance for Life, in conjunction with the annual March for Life. We are en-
couraged to offer prayers and penances for the promotion of life and overcoming the culture of

death.

9 DAYS FOR LIFE-As part of our witness for life, we are called to pray for the conversion of
our nation and individuals to the God-given culture of life. You can pray a 9 day novena for life
beginning January 21. The website is 9daysforlife.com. There are wonderful prayers, reflections,
acts of reparation, and methods to witness for pro life. This is a wonderful tool for Catholics.

There are a few printed copies in the back of church if you prefer those.

TAX STATEMENTS-The 2020 donation statements for taxes will be in the gathering space next
week. Please pick yours up after Mass. The statements not picked up will be mailed.

The Kingdom of God
is at hand.
Repent,

and believe in the Gospel.

FROMTHE PASTOR —THE BIBLE: WAYS OF READING

As I highlighted last week, Pope Francis has declared this Sunday as the Sunday of the Word of
God. I talked last week about how the Bible is the Word of God revealed to us through divine
inspiration. This means that it has a far greater impact above any other document by a saint or the
Church. But how do we read the Bible?

Some think it is as simple as just picking up the Bible and starting from Genesis. However, we
must understand that the Bible is not an easy read, even for Christians. It is not simply reading the
numerous words found throughout the different books. The traditional way of reading the Bible in
union with the Church involves understanding the various senses in which it can be read. There
are four traditional sense of understanding the Scriptures as outlined in the Church Fathers.

1) The literal or literary sense is understanding what is meant by the words and the manner or
style in which those words are composed. The various books of the Bible are of different gen-
res or styles of composition which require different interpretations. The letters of St. Paul are
different from Genesis which are different from the Gospels.

2) The allegorical sense helps us interpret the Old Testament through the lens of the New. This is
seeing the events and stories of the Old Testament as a preparation for what is fully and finally
revealed in the New Testament, specifically in Jesus. Some examples of this are the journey
through the Red Sea as a type of baptism and the Exodus journey through the wilderness as an
experience of repentance and conversion of heart.

3) The moral or tropological sense sees the Bible as revealing the pattern of Christian living. This
may be the most used sense after the literal/literary sense. We want to know how to live as a
Christian, but what does that take? We read the Bible in this way to understand how to be-
lieve, how to act, and how to cooperate with God’s will for us each day.

4) The anagogical sense is so described from the Greek word for “climb” or assent”. This is read-
ing the Bible to understand what will happen in the future, in particular the eternal realities.
The Bible pulls back some of the veil between now and eternity and helps us prepare for what

awaits: death, judgment, and the eternal destinations of heaven and hell.

The ultimate goal of the Bible, St. Augustine tells us, is to help us love God and love our neigh-
bor. In fact, Augustine continues by saying “a man who is resting upon faith, hope and love, and
who keeps a firm hold upon these, does not need the Scriptures except for the purpose of in-
structing others.” In the end, the Bible is to help us to follow Jesus Christ in this life and prepare
to be with Him forever in the next. Let us pick up our bibles and read with fervor and joy, and
put its saving truth into practice every day.

Fr. Jacob Straub



